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What kind of democracy is this?
Politics in a changing world

Matt Flinders, University of Sheffield

“Democratic politics is a glorious, dangerous, and ever-

changing game. These short commentaries are insightful, 

easily read, and just as lively as the game itself.” 

Alasdair Roberts, University of Missouri 

Matt Flinders ranges expertly across topics including 
architecture, art, fell running and fairy tales in an 
attempt to understand the emerging democratic 
landscape. Linking academic scholarship with 
popular culture, this refreshing and stimulating book 
seeks to provoke and inform in equal measure.

Beyond Brexit?
How to assess the UK’s future

Janice Morphet, University College London

“Morphet offers a timely and much needed analysis of  

the effects, implications and challenges posed by Brexit.” 

Professor Claire Dunlop, University of Exeter

As the UK negotiates Brexit, Janice Morphet offers 
a context for current debates and a new framework 
with which to assess and discuss forthcoming 
negotiations.
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Leading public design
Discovering human-centred governance

Christian Bason, Mindlab, Denmark

Draws on more than a decade of work on public 
sector innovation together with research conducted 
among public managers in a variety of countries. 
Bason explores how public organisations can be 
redesigned from the outside in, shaping policies 
and services that are truly experienced as useful and 
meaningful to citizens, and which leverage all of 
society’s resources to co-produce better outcomes.

Good times, bad times
The welfare myth of them and us

John Hills, London School of Economics 

and Political Science

Two-thirds of public spending now goes on the 
welfare state, and choices for it dominate political 
debate. Much of that debate is focused on the idea 
that the population divides into those who benefit 
and those who pay – skivers and strivers. This book 
uses extensive research and survey evidence to 
challenge that view.

 
 

Too much stuff
Capitalism in crisis

Kozo Yamamura, formally of the University 

of Washington

We now enjoy the highest living standard in history 
yet spend more of our income on pointless luxury. 
Instead, Yamamura argues, we should tax more in 
order to invest more in societal needs, which will in 
turn reinvigorate the economy and reduce economic 
inequality and environmental degradation.
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Creative destruction
How to start an economic renaissance

Phil Mullan, independent consultant

Phil Mullan shows that the only way to ensure 
a better future is to create one, calling for a 
comprehensive economic restructure backed by 
political and cultural change. Providing examples of 
the new technologies needed to drive change, backed 
up by a wealth of data, this important book calls for 
a sea-change in imagination and thinking.

Kill it to save it
An autopsy of capitalism’s triumph 
over democracy

Corey Dolgon, Stonehill College, Easton, Massachusetts

As the Progressive Left tries to understand how 
President Trump came to power, Corey Dolgon 
documents his historical, political and cultural road 
map. Dolgon argues that American citizens now 
accept policies that destroy the public sector and 
promote political stories that feel right “in the gut”, 
regardless of science or facts.

The rise of the Right
English nationalism and the transformation 
of working-class politics

Simon Winlow and Steve Hall, Teeside University 

and James Treadwell, University of Birmingham

Offers an uncompromising look at the English 
Defence League (EDL), aiming to alter thinking 
about working-class politics and the rise of right-
wing nationalism in de-industrialised English towns 
and cities. It uses the voices of men and women who 
now support far-right political groups to address the 
total failure of mainstream parliamentary politics.
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Who stole the town hall?
The end of local government as we know it

Peter Latham, Sociologist

Using illustrative examples from across the UK, 
Latham argues that the UK Government’s devolution 
agenda conceals their real intention: to complete the 
privatisation of local government and other public 
services. He concludes that a new basis for federal, 
regional and local democracy is vital, including land 
value taxation and a wealth tax to fund increased 
provision of services.

American Tianxia
Chinese money, American power and the 
end of history

Salvatore Babones, The University of Sydney

Provides an up-to-date assessment of how China’s 
economic problems are undermining the country’s 
challenge to the Western-dominated world order. 
The book tells the story of how liberal individualism 
has become the leitmotif of the American Tianxia, 
an emerging world-system in which people of all 
nationalities seek a share in the economic, cultural, 
and political system that is America writ large.

Obama’s welfare legacy
An assessment of US anti-poverty policies

Anne Daguerre, University of Middlesex

Anne Daguerre examines Obama’s legacy on welfare 
and antipoverty policies, focusing in particular 
on the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). The book provides an up-to-date 
account of the contemporary politics of poverty and 
public entitlements in the US, comparing this with 
the Western European experience.

PB £12.99 US$24.00
ISBN 9781447337270

ePDF
ISBN 9781447337287

ePUB £8.99 US$16.00
ISBN 9781447337294

Available on  
Amazon Kindle  
198 x 129 mm 188 pages 
March 2017

HB £40.00 US$65.00
ISBN 9781447336808

ePDF
ISBN 9781447336815

ePUB £6.99 US$12.00
ISBN 9781447336822

Available on  
Amazon Kindle  
198 x 129 mm 88 pages 
July 2017

HB £45.00 US$65.00
ISBN 9781447338338

ePDF
ISBN 9781447338345

ePUB £8.99 US$16.00
ISBN 9781447338352

Available on  
Amazon Kindle  
198 x 129 mm 136 pages 
July 2017



Public policy & politics | 5

Paying for the welfare state 
in the 21st century
Tax and spending in post-industrial societies

David Byrne, University of Durham and  

Sally Ruane, De Monfort University

Amid urgent debates around the function of welfare 
in the post-industrial 21st Century, and how we 
pay for it, David Byrne and Sally Ruane deploy the 
concepts and analytical tools of Marxist political 
economy to better understand recent developments, 
and the possibilities they present for social change.

What’s wrong with social security benefits?

Paul Spicker, Robert Gordon University

A valuable introduction to social security in Britain 
and the potential for its reform. Arguing that most 
criticisms of the system are misconceived, Paul 
Spicker addresses what he sees as the real problems, 
relating to the size and complexity of the system, 
the expectation that benefits agencies should know 
everything, and the determination to ‘personalise’ 
benefits for millions of people.

Broken benefits
What’s gone wrong with welfare reform

Sam Royston, The Children’s Society

Britain is going through the most radical upheaval of 
the benefits system since the 1940s. In Broken Benefits, 
Sam Royston argues that social security isn’t working, 
and without a change in direction, it will be even less 
fair in the future. The book presents practical ideas 
of how benefits should be reformed, to create a fairer, 
simpler and more coherent system for the future.
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Directly elected mayors in urban governance
Impact and practice

Edited by David Sweeting, University of Bristol

This book is about the practices, roles and 
impacts of directly elected mayors in the cities 
that they govern. The volume draws on recent, 
original research evidence, as interpreted by 
authors in several different countries, to locate 
the debates on directly elected mayors in context 
in Europe, the US, and Australasia.

Policy analysis in Belgium

Edited by Marleen Brans, KU Leuven and  

David Aubin, Université catholique de Louvain

The first systematic overview of policy analysis 
activities in Belgium. Contributors from both sides 
of the Dutch-French language border use original 
empirical data, through surveys and interviews with 
key players both within and outside government, 
to provide a comprehensive study of policy analysis 
in a multi-level polity.

Policy analysis in Mexico

Edited by Jose Luis Mendez, El Colegio de México and 

Mauricio I. Dussauge-Laguna, Centro de Investigación 

y Docencia Económicas

Provides the first detailed examination of the practice 
of policy analysis in Mexico. Contributors study the 
nature of policy analysis at different sectors and levels 
of government as well as by non-governmental actors, 
such as unions, business, NGOs and the media to 
promote the use of evidence-based policy analysis, 
leading to better policy results.
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Alternatives to neoliberalism
Towards equality and democracy

Edited by Bryn Jones, University of Bath and  

Mike O’Donnell, University of Westminster

Eminent social and policy analysts, including 
Colin Crouch, Anna Coote, Grahame Thompson 
and Ted Benton, challenge the failing but still 
dominant ideology and policies of neo-liberalism 
and this collection provides a revised framework 
for social democracy; rooted in feminism, 
environmentalism, democratic equality and 
market accountability to civil society.

Political (dis)engagement
The changing nature of the ‘political’

Edited by Nathan Manning, University of York

In this important book academics from a range 
of disciplines join with political activists to 
explore the meaning of politics and citizenship 
in contemporary society and the current forms 
of political (dis)engagement, providing a timely 
interdisciplinary dialogue and interrogation 
of contemporary political practices. 

Did the Millennium Development Goals work?
Meeting future challenges with past lessons

Edited by Hany Besada, University of Ottawa and 

Carleton University, Leah McMillan Polonenko, 

University of Wollongong in Dubai and Manmohan 

Agarwal, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

With the target date for the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) behind us, this book 
asks did they work? And what happens next? Arguing 
that to effectively look forward, we must first look 
back, leading scholars and practitioners from a range 
of backgrounds and regions provide an in-depth 
exploration of the MDG project and its impact.
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