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Social work in a diverse society
Transformative practice with black minority 
ethnic individuals and communities

Edited by Charlotte Williams, RMIT University, and 

Mekada J. Graham, California State University

“If you only buy one book this year, make it this one.” 

Professor Vivienne Cree, University of Edinburgh 

Taking a transformative approach, this exciting 
new textbook uses case studies to bridge the gap 
between the theory and practice of social work with 
Black and minority ethnic groups. 

The well-being of children in the UK

Edited by Jonathan Bradshaw, University of York

“A most valuable publication for anyone who wants 

to promote children’s well-being.” Asher Ben-Arieh, 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem

The classic assessment of the state of child well-being 
in the United Kingdom, updated to examine the 
outcomes for children of the impact of the economic 
crisis and austerity measures since 2008. 

PB £21.99 US$36.95

ISBN 9781447322627

HB £70.00 US$110.00

ISBN 9781447322610

ePub £21.99 US$36.95

ISBN 9781447322641 

Available on Amazon 

Kindle

240 x 172 mm 224 pages 

April 2016 

IN
SP

ECTION CO
P

Y

PB £27.99 US$47.95

ISBN 9781447325635

HB £80.00 US$120.00

ISBN 9781447325628

ePub £27.99 US$47.95

ISBN 9781447325673

ePDF

ISBN 9781847429414 

Available on Amazon 

Kindle, 234 x 156 mm 

448 pages, March 2016

FO

URTH EDITIO
N



2 | Social work

Supporting struggling students on placement
A practical guide

Jo Finch, University of East London

Are you a practitioner, supervisor, practice educator, 
mentor or university tutor supporting students who 
are struggling on or failing their practice placement? 
Here is the practical guidance you need. Chapters and 
reflection exercises examine the signs of a struggling 
student, emotional impact, and strategies for working 
effectively with students and academic institutions.

Practice placement in social work
Innovative approaches for effective teaching 
and learning

Edited by Avril Bellinger, Plymouth University 

and Deirdre Ford, Plymouth University

“Innovative and thought provoking.” Anna Gupta, 

Royal Holloway University of London 

This collection of innovative approaches to social 
work placements offers hope in the current climate 
of cuts to services and over-regulation. The 
international contributions offer practical guidance 
and challenge conventional approaches to placement 
finding, teaching and assessment in field education. 

Social work with sex offenders
Making a difference

Malcolm Cowburn, Sheffield Hallam University, 

and Steve Myers, University of Salford

“Indispensable and important reading for social 

workers and students.” Keith Pringle, Uppsala 

University, Sweden 

Including practice-based learning exercises, this  
topical book addresses the emotional impacts of 
‘facing the sex offender’, the importance of values and 
ethics in practice, and reviews popular and academic 
understandings of sex offenders and sex crimes.
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Islam and social work
Culturally sensitive practice in a diverse world

Sara Ashencaen Crabtree, Bournemouth University, 

Fatima Husain, Centre for Economic and Social 

Inclusion, and Basia Spalek, University of Birmingham 

This unique book enables social work students and 
practitioners to gain a deeper understanding of how 
Islamic principles inform and influence the lives of 
Muslim populations and illustrates how this can be 
translated into professional practice.  
 

Supporting adult care-leavers
International good practice

Suellen Murray, RMIT University

“A pioneering work.” Dr Jim Goddard, Faculty of 

Social Sciences, University of Bradford, Chairperson, 

Care Leavers Association 

Featuring detailed case studies and examples of good 
practice, this is an excellent international source book 
for practitioners and policy makers in social work 
and social care. 

Strengthening child protection
Sharing information in multi-agency settings

Kellie Thompson, University of Bedfordshire

What prompts information sharing and how do we 
get it right? This accessible book challenges widely 
held assumptions about information sharing in child 
welfare. Essential reading for academics, policy 
makers, students and all other professionals tasked 
with safeguarding children.
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Safeguarding children and young 
people online
A guide for social workers

Claudia Megele, Middlesex University

The first book to provide social workers with an 
evidence-based, practical guide to safeguarding 
children and young people from abuse in a world of 
sexting, selfies and snap chat. Case study examples 
and discussion of key principles present an overview 
of the key risks to children and young people online.

Safeguarding adults online
A guide for social workers

Claudia Megele, Middlesex University

Readers of this evidence-informed, practical guide 
will learn how to understand and identify online 
risks, critically evaluate relevant online safeguarding 
issues on a case-by-case basis and develop practical 
and effective online safeguarding plans. Topics 
covered include online gaming and gambling, online 
radicalisation, exploitation, bullying and crime. 

Safeguarding mental health service 
users online
A guide for social workers

Claudia Megele, Middlesex University

An examination of some of the most relevant 
challenges and topics relating to social media and its 
use and implications for mental health social work. 
Subjects covered include online communities and 
peer support, online identity, exploitation and abuse, 
bullying and aggression, and apps, online therapy 
and avatar therapy.
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The short guide to community development

Alison Gilchrist and Marilyn Taylor, Community 

Development Consultants

“Provides an excellent basis for understanding both the 

appeal and the difficulty of contemporary community 

development.” Mae Shaw, University of Edinburgh

This invaluable guide provides an introduction to 
community development, its origins and its different 
forms. It has been updated to reflect developments 
in policy and practice and recent debates about the 
changing nature of community development itself. 
 
 

Politics, power and community development

Edited by Rosie Meade, University College Cork, Mae 

Shaw, University of Edinburgh and Sarah Banks, 

University of Durham

This first book in the Rethinking Community 
Development series, presents unique and critical 
reflections on how contemporary politics and 
power relations are shaping the field of community 
development across the globe.  
 

Class, inequality and community development

Edited by Mae Shaw, University of Edinburgh and 

Marjorie Mayo, Goldsmiths College, University 

of London

This book, the second in the Rethinking 
Community Development series, argues for the 
centrality of class analysis and its associated divisions 
of power to any discussion of the potential benefits of 
community development. 
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Social entrepreneurship
A skills approach

Edited by Christopher Durkin, University of 

Northampton, and Robert Gunn, University of York

The new edition of this popular book has been 
inspired by the increasing interest around social 
entrepreneurship scholarship and the practice of 
delivering innovative solutions to social issues. 
In-depth theoretical study and international case 
studies explore new developments, such as the rise 
of the social investment market and the increasing 
importance of social impact measurement.

Inside social enterprise
Looking to the future

Helen Fitzhugh and Nicky Stevenson, 

Social Researchers

“A multi-faceted portrayal of the sector and where it might 

be headed.” Andy Brady, Anglia Ruskin University 

A lively and clear introduction to social enterprise, 
including nearly forty interviews with the most 
influential and experienced social enterprise 
practitioners, supporters, thinkers and policy makers.

Understanding community
Politics, policy and practice

Peter Somerville, University of Lincoln

“A fresh and radical perspective to communitarian 

theory and practice. This book will inspire and provoke 

readers in equal measure.” Jonathan Davies, University 

of Warwick 

This highly topical text applies a critical approach to 
themes introduced in the first edition and draws upon 
theory from Marx and Bourdieu to offer a clearer 
understanding of community in capitalist society. 

PB £26.99 US$45.95

ISBN 9781447331711

HB £75.00 US$115.00

ISBN 9781447331698

ePub £26.99 US$45.95

ISBN 9781447331728 

Available on Amazon 

Kindle

240 x 172 mm 276 pages 

December 2016

IN
S

P
E

C
TIO

N COPY

S
EC

OND EDITIO
N

PB £19.99 US$34.95

ISBN 9781447310358

ePub £19.99 US$34.95

ISBN 9781447310372

ePDF

ISBN 9781447310365 

Available on Amazon 

Kindle

216 x 138mm 208 pages

February 2015

PB £23.99 US$39.95

ISBN 9781447316084

HB £70.00 US$110.00

ISBN 9781447316077

ePub £23.99 US$39.95

ISBN 9781447316077 

Available on Amazon 

Kindle

240 x 172 mm 272 pages 

April 2016 

Understanding Welfare: 

Social Issues, Policy and 

Practice series IN
S

P
E

C
TIO

N COPY

S
EC

OND EDITIO
N



Children, young people and families | 7

Narcissistic parenting in an insecure world
A history of parenting culture 1920s to present

Harry Hendrick, University of Warwick

In this provocative history of parenting, Harry 
Hendrick analyses the social and economic reasons 
behind parenting trends. He shows how broader 
social changes, including neoliberalism, feminism, 
the collapse of the social-democratic ideal, and 
the ‘new behaviourism’, have led to the rise of the 
anxious and narcissistic parent.  
 

Policy for play
Responding to children’s forgotten right

Adrian Voce, Consultant on public provision for 

children’s play

“A really welcome addition to published work on play 

and policy in the UK.” John Horton, University of 

Northampton

Using the UK government’s play strategy for England 
(2008–10) as a case study, this is the first book to look 
in detail at children’s play within public policy. It is 
an essential tool for practitioners and campaigners 
around the world. 

What works in improving gender equality
International best practice in childcare and 
long term care policy

Kirstein Rummery, University of Stirling, 

Craig McAngus, Centre on Constitutional Change 

and Alcuin Edwards, Department of Health

An accessible analysis of what gender equality means 
and how we can adapt best practice in care policies 
from other countries, providing realistic feasible 
policy solutions.
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Key thinkers in childhood studies

Carmel Smith and Sheila Greene,  

both at Trinity College Dublin

“Both newcomers and long-time practitioners will leave 

these pages invigorated and inspired.” John Wall, 

Rutgers University

Drawing on in-depth interviews with twenty-two 
high profile pioneers in the subject, this innovative 
book looks at the ways we think about and care for 
our children. 
  

Fatherhood in the Nordic Welfare states
Comparing care policies and practice

Edited by Guðný Björk Eydal and Tine Rostgaard

“This comprehensive volume provides rich and 

theoretically grounded empirical analyses.” 

Professor Ann Orloff, Northwestern University, US 

Fatherhood is in transition, as men try to balance 
being active fathers while meeting workplace 
demands. This book explores these challenges in the 
context of cross-national policies. 
 

Father involvement in the early years
An international comparison of policy 
and practice

Edited by Marina A. Adler, University of Maryland 

and Karl Lenz, Dresden University of Technology

“A valuable addition to the cross-national scholarship 

on work and family.” Jerry Jacobs, University 

of Pennsylvania

This book presents the current state of knowledge on 
father involvement with young children in Finland, 
Germany, Italy, Slovenia, the UK and the USA.
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Work and family balance in the Middle East 
and North Africa

Narjes Mehdizadeh, University of Bradford

An exploration of the relationship between women’s 
attitude towards and experience of childcare, and the 
socio-economic position of educated women in the 
Middle East today, with a focus on Iran, Qatar and 
Turkey. Specifically, it analyses the reasons behind 
the low rate of educated women’s employment and 
the relative significance of childcare as a barrier.

Nannies, migration and early childhood 
education and care
An international comparison of in-home childcare 
policy and practice

Elizabeth Adamson, UNSW Australia

This book presents new empirical research about 
in-home child care in Australia, the United Kingdom 
and Canada, three countries where governments are 
pursuing the recruitment of migrant care workers 
as a more affordable option to care demands. The 
compelling policy story that emerges illustrates how 
in-home child care is supported through ECEC 
policy (funding and regulation) and migration policy.

Rematerialising children’s agency
Everyday practices in a post-socialist estate

Matej Blazek, Loughborough University

“Offers a unique theory of children’s social-political 

action.” Peter Kraftl, University of Birmingham 

What happens if we accept children’s practices as 
cornerstones of communities? This detailed study 
of children in a small, deprived neighbourhood of 
Bratislava provides a novel empirical insight on what 
it is like to be growing up after 25 years of post-
socialist transformations.
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Responding to youth violence 
through youth work

Mike Seal and Pete Harris, 

Newman University Birmingham

Draws on the findings of a two-year European 
research project to offer answers to the ‘problem’ of 
how to respond violence involving young people 
that continues to challenge youth workers and 
policy makers. The book combines elements of 
critical theory, psychosocial criminology and applied 
existential philosophy to present a new model for 
responding meaningfully and effectively to these 
issues, demonstrated through a series of case studies.

Grassroots youth work
Policy, passion and resistance in practice

Tania De St Croix, Kings College London

This engaging book paints a picture of passionate 
grassroots youth workers, at a time when their 
practice is threatened by spending cuts, target 
cultures and market imperatives. Using interviews, 
dialogue and research diary excerpts the author 
brings youth work practice and theory to life.  
 

Understanding youth in the global 
economic crisis

Alan France, University of Auckland

“Astounding depth and breadth, setting new agendas 

in the field of youth studies.” Johanna Wyn, Director, 

Youth Research Centre, The University of Melbourne 

Drawing on eight countries as case studies Professor 
Alan France tells the story of what impact the 2007 
global crisis and the great recession that followed has 
had on our understandings of youth. 
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Critical and Radical Social Work
An international journal

Co-editors: Michael Lavalette, Liverpool Hope 

University, and Iain Ferguson, University of the 

West of Scotland

This exciting journal promotes debate and 
scholarship around a range of engaged social work 
themes. The journal publishes papers which seek to 
analyse and respond to issues, such as the impact of 
global neo-liberalism on social welfare; austerity and 
social work; social work and social movements; social 
work, inequality and oppression.

Families, Relationships and Societies
An international journal of research and debate

Joint Managing Editors: Lynn Jamieson, University of 

Edinburgh, Mary Larkin, De Montfort University, and 

Alison Koslowski, University of Edinburgh

Open Space Editors: Esther Dermott, University of 

Bristol, and Tina Miller, Oxford Brookes University

A social science journal designed to advance 
scholarship and debate in the growing field of families 
and relationships across the life course. It explores 
family life, relationships and generational issues from 
interdisciplinary, social science perspectives, whilst 
maintaining a solid grounding in sociological theory 
and methods and a strong policy and practice focus.

Journal of Playwork Practice

Editor: Shelly Newstead, Common Threads

Aims to advance playwork research and practice by 
providing the first ever interdisciplinary platform 
for the publication and dissemination of scholarship 
relevant to playwork practice. The journal enables 
researchers interested in ‘playwork’ to access a 
hitherto inaccessible field of practice and its literature. 
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3 issues per annum
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3 issues per annum
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