
Education under siege
Why there is a better alternative
Peter Mortimore

“Wise and useful...a highly enlightening primer.”  
Tristram Hunt, The Guardian

At a time when education is considered crucial to a country’s economic success, 
recent UK governments have insisted their reforms are the only way to make 
England’s system world class. Challenging the government’s view that there is no 
alternative, Peter Mortimore proposes radical changes to help all schools become 
good schools. The book will appeal to parents, education students and teachers, as 
well as everyone interested in the future education of our children.
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Education, disadvantage and place
Making the local matter
Kirstin Kerr, University of Manchester, Alan Dyson, University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne and Carlo Raffo, University of Manchester

“A path-breaking book that provides strategies and lessons learned for 
professionals and concerned citizens world wide.”  
Hal A. Lawson, University at Albany, SUNY 

Challenging current thinking, this important book is the first to focus on the role of 
area-based initiatives in this struggle. It brings together a wide range of evidence to 
review the effectiveness of past initiatives, identify promising recent developments, 
and outline innovative ways forward for the future.
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Education and social justice in a digital age
Rosamund Sutherland, University of Bristol

“This is the most refreshing book about education I have read for many 
years.” Michael Young, Institute of Education

In many countries the school curriculum oscillates between focusing on traditional 
subjects and focusing on skills that are linked to the needs of the 21st-century 
digital age. Rosamund Sutherland argues against such a skills-based curriculum, 
maintaining that, from a social justice perspective, the priority of schools should 
be to give young people access to the knowledge that they are not likely to 
learn outside school. This timely book will be invaluable to teachers, academics, 
students and policy makers interested in the ways in which the digital landscape 
transforms the nature of the debate about equity and social justice in education.
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Geographies of alternative education

Diverse learning spaces for children and  
young people
Peter Kraftl, University of Leicester

“Scholars, educators, and policy-makers will find this to be a valuable 
resource given that it is a hopeful theoretical and political project 
around education and learning.” Yi’En Cheng, Children’s Geographies

This book offers a comparative analysis of alternative education in the UK, 
focusing on learning spaces that cater for children and young people. It 
constitutes one of the first book-length explorations of alternative learning 
spaces outside mainstream education – including Steiner, human scale and 
forest schools, care farms and homeschooling.

Geographies of alternative education demonstrates the importance of a 
geographical lens for understanding alternative education. The book will appeal 
to academics and postgraduates in the fields of geography, sociology, education 
and youth studies and the book also highlights several critical questions for 
policy makers and practitioners.
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The education debate
Stephen J. Ball, Institute of Education, University of London

“Insightful and wholly accessible and contributes to broader debates 
about education policy, initiatives and economic imperatives found 
across public services.” Critical Social Policy 

Education is a continuing key political issue for the UK government. In this 
fully updated edition of this bestselling book, Stephen J. Ball, a leading author 
in the field, guides us through the flood of government initiatives and policies 
of the past 20 years. He looks at how these policy interventions have turned 
children into ‘learners’ and parents into ‘consumers’, and played their part in 
the re-formation of contemporary governance. This authoritative and accessible 
book uses Ball’s sociological approach to the analysis of current policies and 
ideas around education to address issues of class, choice, globalisation, race and 
citizenship, as well as the conflicting needs of children and families on the one 
hand and the economy and the state on the other.
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Isobel Bainton,  
Commissioning Editor, Education 
We are expanding our list of titles in Education Policy, Sociology of 
Education and Comparative and International Education. If you are 
interested in writing for us or speaking to us about your publishing 
needs, please get in touch: isobel.bainton@bristol.ac.uk.
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Policy Press Shorts: Flexible publishing for maximum impact
Policy Press Shorts convey original ideas in a concise, easily accessible 
way at 20 - 50,000 words in length (60-150pp). Available both digitally 
and in print, this high quality, peer-reviewed content will reach readers 
quickly. Titles will be published within 12 weeks of submission so they 
can make an immediate impact. This format is perfect for sociologists 
given the tradition of the extended essay and pamphlet, and Policy Press 
is unique in offering three options for authors:

•  Policy Press Shorts: research – providing the latest cutting-edge research findings (longer than an article  
but shorter than a monograph) significantly quicker than the usual monograph route;

•  Policy Press Shorts: insights – inspiring new social commentary and insights on topical issues, so you can  
join the debate quickly and authoritatively;

•  Policy Press Shorts: policy and practice – handbooks and guides that will have an impact on policy and 
practice in key areas of society.

Policy Press, a not-for-profit university press, publishes engaged scholarship from critical thinking to  
practical impact.


